The Rupture of Diplomatic Relations
time with bringing about a reasonable peace, but with gaining
the empire of the world, a conclusion from which their war
guilt was also to be inferred. It was as the result of these
ideas that Mr. Wilson preached the crusade against militaristic
and autocratic Germany, who wanted to achieve the mastery
of the world. Only by means of the belief in a crusade could
the peace-loving American people be prevailed upon to wage
,war.
Regarding  the   effect  upon  the  Senate   of the President's
appeal, I sent the following telegram to the Foreign Office :
^
CIPHER TELEGRAM
" Washington, January 23rd, 1917.
" Wilson's appeal has met with general approval in Senate,
and is regarded as a further energetic step in peace movement.
Only our wildest opponents have again attacked President as
a pro-German. Almost throughout views expressed about
appeal contain the wish that Central Powers will also state
their peace terms now. House also begged me urgently that
this might be done, either publicly or secretly. Then Wilson
would immediately propose Peacen Conference ; President also
seems inclined to conclude the Bryan Treaty with us. Time is
now, alas, too short, otherwise treaty might perhaps have
helped us to avert war,
*' As result of proposed unrestricted U-boat war, peace
movement will presumably come to an end. Nevertheless, it
is possible on the other hand that Wilson will make redoubled
efforts for peace, if a time-limit be allowed. I should like to
leave no stone unturned in order to avert war with United
States. As I understand the situation, our refusal to submit
our peace terms arises out of the fear that they may appear
too moderate to public opinion in Germany. Would it perhaps
be possible, before opening the unrestricted U-boat war, to
state the peace terms, which we should have submitted at the
Peace Conference we proposed, and to add, that, in view of oui
enemies' insolent rejection of our scheme, we could no longer